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THE SERMON ON THE MOUNT 
(Taken from THE DAILY STUDY BIBLE SERIES  

"the Gospel of MATTHEW", Volume 1, Revised Edition 
by William Barkley, p83 to p118) 

http://www.catholic-church.org/stfrancis-cfn/beatitudes.html 
 

� This asterisk is my addition/emphasis  

 

As we have already seen, Matthew has a careful pattern in his gospel. 
 

In his story of the baptism of Jesus he shows us Jesus realizing that the hour has struck, that 
the call to action has come, and that Jesus must go forth on his crusade. In his story of the 
Temptations he shows us Jesus deliberately choosing the method he will use to carry out his 
task, and deliberately rejecting methods which he knew to be against the will of God. If a man 
sets his hand to a great task, he needs his helpers, his assistants, and his staff. So Matthew goes 
on to show us Jesus selecting the men who will be his fellow-workers. 
 

But if helpers and assistants are to do their work intelligently and effectively, they must first 
have instruction. And now, in the Sermon on the Mount, Matthew shows us Jesus instructing 
his disciples in the message which was his and which they were to take to men. In Luke's 
account of the Sermon on the Mount this becomes even clearer. In Luke the Sermon on the 
Mount follows immediately after what we might call the official choosing of the Twelve (Luke 
6: 13 ff). 
 

For that reason one great scholar called the Sermon on the Mount “The Ordination Address to 
the Twelve." Just as a young minister has his task set out before him, when he is called to his 
first charge, so the Twelve received from Jesus their ordination address before they, went out 
to their task. It is for that reason that other scholars have given other titles to the Sermon on the 
Mount. It has been called “The Compendium of Christ's Doctrine," " The Magna Charta of the 
Kingdom," " The Manifesto of the King." All are agreed that in the Sermon on the Mount we 
have the essence of the teaching of Jesus to the inner circle of his chosen men. 
 

THE SUMMARY OF THE FAITH 
 

� In actual fact this is even truer than at first sight appears. We speak of the Sermon on the 
Mount as if it was one single sermon preached on one single occasion. But it is far more 
than that. There are good and compelling reasons for thinking that the Sermon on the 
Mount is far more than one sermon, that it is, in fact, a kind of epitome of all the 
sermons that Jesus ever preached. 
 

. . . (i) Anyone who heard it in its present form would be exhausted long before the end. There 
is far too much in it for one hearing. It is one thing to sit and read it, and to pause and linger as 
we read; it would be entirely another thing to listen to it for the first time in spoken words. We 
can read at our own pace and with a certain familiarity with the words; but to hear it in its 
present form for the first time would be to be dazzled with excess of light long before it was 
finished. 
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. . . (ii) There are certain sections of the Sermon on the Mount which emerge, as it were, 
without warning; they have no connection with what goes before and no connection with 
what comes after. For instance, Matthew 5: 31, 32 and Matthew 7: 7-11 are quite detached from 
their context. There is a certain disconnection in the Sermon on the Mount. 
 
. . . (iii) The most important point is this. Both Matthew and Luke give us a version of the 
Sermon on the Mount. In Matthew's version there are 107 verses. Of these 107 verses 29 are 
found all together in Luke 6: 20-49; 47 have no parallel in Luke's version; and 34 are found 
scattered all over Luke's gospel in different contexts. 
 
For instance, the simile of the salt is in Matthew 5: 13 and in Luke 14: 34, 35; the simile of the 
lamp is in Matthew 5: 15 and in Luke 8: 16; the saying that not one jot or tittle of the law shall 
pass away is in Matthew 5: 18 and in Luke 16: 17. That is to say, passages which are consecutive 
in Matthew's gospel appear in widely separated chapters in Luke's gospel. 
 
To take another example, the saying about the mote in our brother's eye and the beam in our 
own is in Matthew 7: 1-5 and in Luke 6: 37-42; the passage in which Jesus bids men to ask and 
seek and find is in Matthew 7: 7-12 and in Luke 11: 9-13. 
 
If we tabulate these things, the matter will become clear: 
Matthew 5: 13 = Luke 14: 34, 35 
Matthew 5: 15 = Luke 8: 16 
Matthew 5: 18 = Luke 16: 17 
Matthew 7: 1-5 = Luke 6: 37-42 
Matthew 7: 7-12 = Luke 11: 9-13 
 
� Now, as we have seen, Matthew is essentially the teaching gospel; it is Matthew's 

characteristic that he collects the teaching of Jesus under certain great headings; and it is 
surely far more likely that Matthew collected Jesus' teaching into one whole pattern, than 
that Luke took the pattern and broke it up and scattered the pieces all over his gospel. The 
Sermon on the Mount is not one single sermon which Jesus preached on one definite 
situation; it is the summary of his consistent teaching to his disciples. It has been suggested 
that, after Jesus definitely chose the Twelve, he may have taken them away into a quiet 
place for a week or even a longer period of time, and that, during that space, he taught 
them all the time and the Sermon on the Mount is the distillation of that teaching. 

 
MATTHEW'S INTRODUCTION 
 
In point of fact Matthew's introductory sentence goes a long way to make that clear. 
“Seeing the crowds, Jesus went up on the mountain, and when he sat down his disciples came 
to him. And he opened his mouth and taught them." 
 
In that brief verse there are three clues to the real significance of the Sermon on the Mount. 
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. . . (i) Jesus began to teach when he had sat down. When a Jewish Rabbi was teaching officially 
he sat to teach. We still speak of a professor's chair; the Pope still speaks ex cathedra, from his 
seat. Often a Rabbi gave instruction when he was standing or strolling about; but his really 
official teaching was done when he had taken his seat. So, then, the very intimation that Jesus 
sat down to teach his disciples is the indication that this teaching is central and official. 
 
. . . (ii) Matthew goes on to say that when he had opened his mouth, he taught them. This phrase 
he opened his mouth is not simply a decoratively roundabout way of saying he said. In Greek the 
phrase has a double significance. (a) In Greek it is used of a solemn, grave and dignified 
utterance. It is used, for instance, of the saying of an oracle. It is the natural preface for a most 
weighty saying. (b) It is used of a person's utterance when he is really opening his heart and 
fully pouring out his mind. It is used of intimate teaching with no barriers between. Again the 
very use of this phrase indicates that the material in the Sermon on the Mount is no chance 
piece of teaching. It is the grave and solemn utterance of the central things; it is the opening of 
Jesus' heart and mind to the men who were to be his right-hand men in his task. 
 
. . . (iii) The Authorized Version has it that when Jesus had sat down, he opened his mouth and 
taught them saying. In Greek there are two past tenses of the verb. There is the aorist tense, and 
the aorist tense expresses one particular action, done and completed in past time. In the 
sentence, “He shut the gate," shut would be an aorist in Greek because it describes one 
completed action in past time. There is the imperfect tense, and the imperfect tense describes 
repeated, continuous, or habitual action in past time. In the sentence, “It was his custom to go 
to Church every Sunday," in Greek it was his custom to go would be expressed by a single verb 
in the imperfect tense, because it describes continuous and often-repeated action in the past. 
 
Now the point is that in the Greek of this sentence, which we are studying, the verb taught is 
not an aorist, but an imperfect and therefore it describes repeated and habitual action, and the 
translation should be: "This is what he used to teach them." Matthew has said as plainly as 
Greek will say it that the Sermon on the Mount is not one sermon of Jesus, given at one 
particular time and on one particular occasion; IT IS THE ESSENCE OF ALL THAT JESUS 
CONTINUOUSLY AND HABITUALLY TAUGHT HIS DISCIPLES. 
 
The Sermon on the Mount is greater even than we think. Matthew in his introduction wishes 
us to see that it is the official teaching of Jesus; that it is the opening of Jesus' whole mind to 
his disciples; that it is the summary of the teaching which Jesus habitually gave to his inner 
circle. THE SERMON ON THE MOUNT IS NOTHING LESS THAN THE 
CONCENTRATED MEMORY OF MANY HOURS OF HEART TO HEART COMMUNION 
BETWEEN THE DISCIPLES AND THEIR MASTER. 
 
As we study the Sermon on the Mount, we are going to set at the head of each of the 
beatitudes the translation of the Revised Standard Version; and then at the end of our study of 
each beatitude we shall see what the words mean in modem English. 
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THE SUPREME BLESSEDNESS 
 
Matthew 5: 3 
Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
BEFORE we study each of the beatitudes in detail there are two general facts which we must 
note. 
 
. . . (i) It can be seen that every one of the beatitudes has precisely the same form. As they are 
commonly printed in our Bibles, each one of them in the Authorized Version has the word are 
printed in italic, or sloping, type. When a word appears in italics in the Authorized Version it 
means that in the Greek, or in the Hebrew, there is no equivalent word, and that that word has 
had to be added to being out the meaning of the sentence. 
 
This is to say that in the beatitudes there is no verb, there is no are. Why should that be? Jesus 
did not speak the beatitudes in Greek; he spoke them in Aramaic, which was the kind of 
Hebrew people spoke in his day. Aramaic and Hebrew have a very common kind of 
expression, which is in fact an exclamation and which means, " O the blessedness of . . ." That 
expression (asheré in the Hebrew) is very common in the Old Testament. For instance, the first 
Psalm begins in the Hebrew: " O the blessedness of the man that walketh not in the counsel of 
the ungodly " (Psalm 1: 1), that is the form in which Jesus first spoke the beatitudes. The 
beatitudes are not simple statements; they are exclamations: " O the blessedness of the poor in 
spirit!" 
 
� That is most important, for it means that the beatitudes are not pious hopes of what shall 

be; they are not glowing, but nebulous prophecies of some future bliss; they are 
congratulations on what is. The blessedness which belongs to the Christian is not a 
blessedness which is postponed to some future world of glory; it is a blessedness which 
exists here and now. It is not something into which the Christian will enter; it is something 
into which he has entered. 
 

True, it will find its fullness and its consummation in the presence of God; but for all that it is a 
present reality to be enjoyed here and now. The beatitudes in effect say, " O the bliss of being a 
Christian! O the joy of following Christ! O the sheer happiness of knowing Jesus Christ as 
Master, Savior and Lord! " The very form of the beatitudes is the statement of the joyous thrill 
and the radiant gladness of the Christian life. In face of the beatitudes a gloom-encompassed 
Christianity is unthinkable. 
 
. . . (ii) The word blessed which is used in each of the beatitudes is a very special word. It is the 
Greek word makarios. Makarios is the word which specially describes the gods. In Christianity 
there is a godlike joy. 
 
The meaning of makarios can best be seen from one particular usage of it. The Greeks always 
called Cyprus hé makaria (the feminine form of the adjective), which means The Happy Isle, 
and they did so because they believed that Cyprus was so lovely, so rich, and so fertile an 
island that a man would never need to go beyond its coastline to find the perfectly happy life. 
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It had such a climate, such flowers and fruits and trees, such minerals, such natural resources 
that it contained within itself all the materials for perfect happiness. 
 
Makarios then describes that joy which has its secret within itself, that joy which is serene and 
untouchable, and self contained, that joy which is completely independent of all the chances 
and the chances of life. The English word happiness gives its own case away. It contains the 
root hap which means chance. Human happiness is something which is dependent on the 
chances and the chances of life, something which life may give and which life may also 
destroy. The Christian blessedness is completely untouchable and unassailable. " No one," said 
Jesus, " will take your joy from you " (John 16: 22). The beatitudes speak of that joy which seeks 
us through our pain, that joy which sorrow and loss, and pain and grief, are powerless to 
touch, that joy which shines through tears, and which nothing in life or death can take away. 
 
The world can win its joys, and the world can equally well lose its joys. A change in fortune, a 
collapse in health, the failure of a plan, the disappointment of an ambition, even a change in 
the weather, can take away the fickle joy the world can give. But the Christian has the serene 
and untouchable joy which comes from walking for ever in the company and in the presence 
of Jesus Christ. 
 
� THINK Garden Scene [my note]☺ 

 
� The greatness of the beatitudes is that they are not wistful glimpses of some future beauty; 

they are not even golden promises of some distant glory; they are triumphant shouts of 
bliss for a permanent joy that nothing in the world can ever take away. 
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On Differences Between Matthew and Luke 
in the Sermon on the Mount 

http://www.tektonics.org/lp/mountsermon.html 
 
Matt.5:1,2: "And seeing the multitudes, he went up into a mountain: and when he was set, his disciples 
came unto him: And he opened his mouth, and taught them, saying...." 
Luke6:17,20: "And he came down with them, and stood in the plain, and the company of his disciples, 
and a great multitude of people...came to hear him.. And he lifted up his eyes on his disciples and said..."  
 
Was this sermon on a mountain, or on a plain? And just what was it's content? Luke and 
Matthew vary so widely.  Some like to say that Matthew and Luke are reporting two different 
sermons, but this is untenable - both are followed by the same story of the healing of the 
centurion's servant. 
In terms of place this is easy -- The Greek in Matthew is to be interpreted as referring not to 
"on a mountain" but "in mountain country" - it is a regional rather than a specific reference. 
(See D. A. Carson, "Exegetical Fallacies".) 
 
The issue of content might appear more complex, but it is actually just as easy to explain. 
When reckoning with any teaching of Jesus that appears in more than one gospel, one should 
observe the dictum of N. T. Wright: That Jesus taught these same basic things, in slightly 
different forms, perhaps hundreds of times. As long as the basic message is intact, it matters 
not at all which "version" is recorded.  
 
At the same time, we have noted here Matthew's structure as a "teaching" gospel, a manual 
with a structure designed with education in mind. Matthew has clearly designed the Sermon 
on the Mount as a compendium (which his readers, seeing the structure of his Gospel, would 
recognize), rather than as a straight historical report (like Luke's version would be expected to 
be, as he is reporting in the Hellenistic historiographic tradition).  
 
Keener's commentary on Matthew explains [162]: 
 
...[A]ncient writers exercised the freedom to rearrange sayings, often topically. Writers who collected 
such sayings summarizing the thrust of a famous teacher's message (such as Epictetus' Encheiridion, 
Menander's epitome, or the Qumran Temple Scroll) called their collections "epitomes"; Matthew has 
exercised an analogous literary liberty, collecting many of Jesus' sayings on the topic of ethics, even if 
the precise comparison with Greek "epitomes" may be overstated. 
 
Keener notes as well that rabbinic collections of sayings could vary on details just as the two 
sermon "versions" could. There is no need to resort to any other harmonizations, such as that 
e.g., Jesus said the same things twice, varying them by saying them once in the third person 
and the other in the first person. –JPH 
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Sermon on the Mount 
 

 Matthew Mark Luke John 

Introduction *  *  

Beatitudes *  *  

The law *  *  

Killing and adultery *    

Divorce *  *  

Swearing *    

Love your enemy *  *  

Alms and fasting *    

Treasures *  *  

The light of the body *  *  

The lilies of the field *  *  

The mote in the eye *  *  

Ask and it shall be given *  *  

Enter by the strait gate *  *  

A tree is known by its fruits *  *  

A house's foundations *  *  

Conclusion *    
 

  

Matthew Luke 

Introduction 

Matthew 4.23 And Jesus went about all Galilee, teaching 
in their synagogues, and preaching the gospel of the 
kingdom, and healing all manner of sickness and all 

manner of disease among the people. 4.24 And his fame 
went throughout all Syria: and they brought unto him 
all sick people that were taken with divers diseases and 
torments, and those which were possessed with devils, 
and those which were lunatick, and those that had the 
palsy; and he healed them. 4.25 And there followed him 

great multitudes of people from Galilee, and from 
Decapolis, and from Jerusalem, and from Judaea, and 
from beyond Jordan. 5.1 And seeing the multitudes, he 
went up into a mountain: and when he was set, his 

disciples came unto him: 

Luke 6.17 And he came down with them, and stood in 
the plain, and the company of his disciples, and a great 
multitude of people out of all Judaea and Jerusalem, 

and from the sea coast of Tyre and Sidon, which came to 
hear him, and to be healed of their diseases; 6.18 And 
they that were vexed with unclean spirits: and they 
were healed. 6.19 And the whole multitude sought to 
touch him: for there went virtue out of him, and healed 

them all. 

The Beatitudes 

Matthew 5.2 And he opened his mouth, and taught 
them, saying,  

5.3 Blessed are the poor in spirit: for theirs is the 

Luke 6.20 And he lifted up his eyes on his disciples, and 
said, Blessed be ye poor: for yours is the kingdom of 

God.  
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kingdom of heaven.  
5.4 Blessed are they that mourn: for they shall be 

comforted.  
5.5 Blessed are the meek: for they shall inherit the earth.  
5.6 Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after 

righteousness: for they shall be filled.  
5.7 Blessed are the merciful: for they shall obtain mercy.  
5.8 Blessed are the pure in heart: for they shall see God.  
5.9 Blessed are the peacemakers: for they shall be called 

the children of God.  
5.10 Blessed are they which are persecuted for 

righteousness' sake: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  
5.11 Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and 

persecute you, and shall say all manner of evil against 
you falsely, for my sake.  

5.12 Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for great is your 
reward in heaven: for so persecuted they the prophets 

which were before you. 

6.21 Blessed are ye that hunger now: for ye shall be 
filled. Blessed are ye that weep now: for ye shall laugh.  
6.22 Blessed are ye, when men shall hate you, and when 
they shall separate you from their company, and shall 
reproach you, and cast out your name as evil, for the 

Son of man's sake.  
6.23 Rejoice ye in that day, and leap for joy: for, behold, 
your reward is great in heaven: for in the like manner 

did their fathers unto the prophets.  
 

6.24 But woe unto you that are rich! for ye have received 
your consolation.  

6.25 Woe unto you that are full! for ye shall hunger. 
Woe unto you that laugh now! for ye shall mourn and 

weep.  
6.26 Woe unto you, when all men shall speak well of 
you! for so did their fathers to the false prophets. 

The law 

Matthew 5.17 Think not that I am come to destroy the 
law, or the prophets: I am not come to destroy, but to 
fulfil. 5.18 For verily I say unto you, Till heaven and 
earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass 
from the law, till all be fulfilled. 5.19 Whosoever 

therefore shall break one of these least commandments, 
and shall teach men so, he shall be called the least in the 
kingdom of heaven: but whosoever shall do and teach 
them, the same shall be called great in the kingdom of 
heaven. 5.20 For I say unto you, That except your 
righteousness shall exceed the righteousness of the 

scribes and Pharisees, ye shall in no case enter into the 
kingdom of heaven. 

Luke 16.14 And the Pharisees also, who were covetous, 
heard all these things: and they derided him. 16.15 And 
he said unto them, Ye are they which justify yourselves 
before men; but God knoweth your hearts: for that 

which is highly esteemed among men is abomination in 
the sight of God. 16.16 The law and the prophets were 

until John: since that time the kingdom of God is 
preached, and every man presseth into it. 16.17 And it is 
easier for heaven and earth to pass, than one tittle of the 

law to fail. 

Matthew 

Killing and adultery 

5.21 Ye have heard that it was said by them of old time, Thou shalt not kill; and whosoever shall kill shall be in 
danger of the judgment: 5.22 But I say unto you, That whosoever is angry with his brother without a cause shall 
be in danger of the judgment: and whosoever shall say to his brother, Raca, shall be in danger of the council: but 
whosoever shall say, Thou fool, shall be in danger of hell fire. 5.23 Therefore if thou bring thy gift to the altar, and 
there rememberest that thy brother hath ought against thee; 5.24 Leave there thy gift before the altar, and go thy 
way; first be reconciled to thy brother, and then come and offer thy gift. 5.25 Agree with thine adversary quickly, 
whiles thou art in the way with him; lest at any time the adversary deliver thee to the judge, and the judge deliver 

thee to the officer, and thou be cast into prison. 5.26 Verily I say unto thee, Thou shalt by no means come out 
thence, till thou hast paid the uttermost farthing.  

 
5.27 Ye have heard that it was said by them of old time, Thou shalt not commit adultery: 5.28 But I say unto you, 
That whosoever looketh on a woman to lust after her hath committed adultery with her already in his heart.  

 
5.29 And if thy right eye offend thee, pluck it out, and cast it from thee: for it is profitable for thee that one of thy 
members should perish, and not that thy whole body should be cast into hell. 5.30 And if thy right hand offend 
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thee, cut if off, and cast it from thee: for it is profitable for thee that one of thy members should perish, and not 
that thy whole body should be cast into hell. 

Matthew Luke 

Divorce 

Matthew 5.31 It hath been said, Whosoever shall put 
away his wife, let him give her a writing of 

divorcement: 5.32 But I say unto you, That whosoever 
shall put away his wife, saving for the cause of 
fornication, causeth her to commit adultery: and 

whosoever shall marry her that is divorced committeth 
adultery. 

Luke 16.18 Whosoever putteth away his wife, and 
marrieth another, committeth adultery: and whosoever 

marrieth her that is put away from her husband 
committeth adultery. 

Matthew 

Swearing 

5.33 Again, ye have heard that it hath been said by them of old time, Thou shalt not forswear thyself, but shalt 
perform unto the Lord thine oaths: 5.34 But I say unto you, Swear not at all; neither by heaven; for it is God's 
throne: 5.35 Nor by the earth; for it is his footstool: neither by Jerusalem; for it is the city of the great King. 5.36 
Neither shalt thou swear by thy head, because thou canst not make one hair white or black. 5.37 But let your 

communication be, Yea, yea; Nay, nay: for whatsoever is more than these cometh of evil. 

Matthew Luke 

Love your enemy 

Matthew 5.38 Ye have heard that it hath been said, An 
eye for an eye, and a tooth for a tooth: 5.39 But I say 
unto you, That ye resist not evil: but whosoever shall 

smite thee on thy right cheek, turn to him the other also. 
5.40 And if any man will sue thee at the law, and take 
away thy coat, let him have thy cloke also. 5.41 And 

whosoever shall compel thee to go a mile, go with him 
twain. 5.42 Give to him that asketh thee, and from him 

that would borrow of thee turn not thou away.  
 

5.43 Ye have heard that it hath been said, Thou shalt 
love thy neighbour, and hate thine enemy. 5.44 But I say 
unto you, Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, 
do good to them that hate you, and pray for them which 
despitefully use you, and persecute you; 5.45 That ye 
may be the children of your Father which is in heaven: 
for he maketh his sun to rise on the evil and on the 
good, and sendeth rain on the just and on the unjust. 
5.46 For if ye love them which love you, what reward 
have ye? do not even the publicans the same? 5.47 And 
if ye salute your brethren only, what do ye more than 

others? do not even the publicans so?  
 

5.48 Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which 

Luke 6.27 But I say unto you which hear, Love your 
enemies, do good to them which hate you, 6.28 Bless 

them that curse you, and pray for them which 
despitefully use you. 6.29 And unto him that smiteth 
thee on the one cheek offer also the other; and him that 
taketh away thy cloke forbid not to take thy coat also. 
6.30 Give to every man that asketh of thee; and of him 

that taketh away thy goods ask them not again.  
 

6.31 And as ye would that men should do to you, do ye 
also to them likewise. 6.32 For if ye love them which 
love you, what thank have ye? for sinners also love 
those that love them. 6.33 And if ye do good to them 

which do good to you, what thank have ye? for sinners 
also do even the same. 6.34 And if ye lend to them of 
whom ye hope to receive, what thank have ye? for 

sinners also lend to sinners, to receive as much again. 
6.35 But love ye your enemies, and do good, and lend, 
hoping for nothing again; and your reward shall be 

great, and ye shall be the children of the Highest: for he 
is kind unto the unthankful and to the evil.  

 
6.36 Be ye therefore merciful, as your Father also is 

merciful. 
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is in heaven is perfect. 

Matthew 

Alms and fasting 

Matthew 6.1 Take heed that ye do not your alms before men, to be seen of them: otherwise ye have no reward of 
your Father which is in heaven. 6.2 Therefore when thou doest thine alms, do not sound a trumpet before thee, as 
the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, that they may have glory of men. Verily I say unto you, 
They have their reward. 6.3 But when thou doest alms, let not thy left hand know what thy right hand doeth: 6.4 

That thine alms may be in secret: and thy Father which seeth in secret himself shall reward thee openly.  
 

Matthew 6.16 Moreover when ye fast, be not, as the hypocrites, of a sad countenance: for they disfigure their 
faces, that they may appear unto men to fast. Verily I say unto you, They have their reward. 6.17 But thou, when 
thou fastest, anoint thine head, and wash thy face; 6.18 That thou appear not unto men to fast, but unto thy Father 

which is in secret: and thy Father, which seeth in secret, shall reward thee openly. 

Matthew Luke 

Treasures 

Matthew 6.19 Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon 
earth, where moth and rust doth corrupt, and where 
thieves break through and steal: 6.20 But lay up for 

yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor 
rust doth corrupt, and where thieves do not break 

through nor steal: 6.21 For where your treasure is, there 
will your heart be also. 

Luke 12.32 Fear not, little flock; for it is your Father's 
good pleasure to give you the kingdom. 12.33 Sell that 
ye have, and give alms; provide yourselves bags which 
wax not old, a treasure in the heavens that faileth not, 
where no thief approacheth, neither moth corrupteth. 
12.34 For where your treasure is, there will your heart 

be also. 

The light of the body 

Matthew 6.22 The light of the body is the eye: if 
therefore thine eye be single, thy whole body shall be 
full of light. 6.23 But if thine eye be evil, thy whole 

body shall be full of darkness. If therefore the light that 
is in thee be darkness, how great is that darkness! 

Luke 11.33 No man, when he hath lighted a candle, 
putteth it in a secret place, neither under a bushel, but 
on a candlestick, that they which come in may see the 
light. 11.34 The light of the body is the eye: therefore 
when thine eye is single, thy whole body also is full of 
light; but when thine eye is evil, thy body also is full of 
darkness. 11.35 Take heed therefore that the light which 

is in thee be not darkness. 11.36 If thy whole body 
therefore be full of light, having no part dark, the whole 
shall be full of light, as when the bright shining of a 

candle doth give thee light. 

 

The lilies of the field  

Matthew 6.24 No man can serve two masters: for either 
he will hate the one, and love the other; or else he will 
hold to the one, and despise the other. Ye cannot serve 

God and mammon.  
 

6.25 Therefore I say unto you, Take no thought for your 
life, what ye shall eat, or what ye shall drink; nor yet for 
your body, what ye shall put on. Is not the life more 

Luke 16.13 No servant can serve two masters: for either 
he will hate the one, and love the other; or else he will 
hold to the one, and despise the other. Ye cannot serve 

God and mammon.  
 

Luke 12.22 And he said unto his disciples, Therefore I 
say unto you, Take no thought for your life, what ye 
shall eat; neither for the body, what ye shall put on. 
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than meat, and the body than raiment? 6.26 Behold the 
fowls of the air: for they sow not, neither do they reap, 
nor gather into barns; yet your heavenly Father feedeth 
them. Are ye not much better than they? 6.27 Which of 

you by taking thought can add one cubit unto his 
stature? 6.28 And why take ye thought for raiment? 

Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow; they toil 
not, neither do they spin: 6.29 And yet I say unto you, 
That even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like 
one of these. 6.30 Wherefore, if God so clothe the grass 
of the field, which to day is, and to morrow is cast into 
the oven, shall he not much more clothe you, O ye of 
little faith? 6.31 Therefore take no thought, saying, 
What shall we eat? or, What shall we drink? or, 

Wherewithal shall we be clothed? 6.32 (For after all 
these things do the Gentiles seek:) for your heavenly 
Father knoweth that ye have need of all these things. 
6.33 But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his 

righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto 
you. 6.34 Take therefore no thought for the morrow: for 
the morrow shall take thought for the things of itself. 

Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof. 

12.23 The life is more than meat, and the body is more 
than raiment. 12.24 Consider the ravens: for they 

neither sow nor reap; which neither have storehouse 
nor barn; and God feedeth them: how much more are 
ye better than the fowls? 12.25 And which of you with 
taking thought can add to his stature one cubit? 12.26 If 
ye then be not able to do that thing which is least, why 
take ye thought for the rest? 12.27 Consider the lilies 
how they grow: they toil not, they spin not; and yet I 
say unto you, that Solomon in all his glory was not 

arrayed like one of these. 12.28 If then God so clothe the 
grass, which is to day in the field, and to morrow is cast 
into the oven; how much more will he clothe you, O ye 
of little faith? 12.29 And seek not ye what ye shall eat, 
or what ye shall drink, neither be ye of doubtful mind. 
12.30 For all these things do the nations of the world 
seek after: and your Father knoweth that ye have need 
of these things. 12.31 But rather seek ye the kingdom of 
God; and all these things shall be added unto you. 

The mote in the eye  

Matthew7.1 Judge not, that ye be not judged. 7.2 For 
with what judgment ye judge, ye shall be judged: and 
with what measure ye mete, it shall be measured to you 
again. 7.3 And why beholdest thou the mote that is in 
thy brother's eye, but considerest not the beam that is in 
thine own eye? 7.4 Or how wilt thou say to thy brother, 
Let me pull out the mote out of thine eye; and, behold, 
a beam is in thine own eye? 7.5 Thou hypocrite, first 
cast out the beam out of thine own eye; and then shalt 
thou see clearly to cast out the mote out of thy brother's 

eye.  
 

7.6 Give not that which is holy unto the dogs, neither 
cast ye your pearls before swine, lest they trample them 

under their feet, and turn again and rend you. 

Luke 6.37 Judge not, and ye shall not be judged: 
condemn not, and ye shall not be condemned: forgive, 
and ye shall be forgiven: 6.38 Give, and it shall be given 
unto you; good measure, pressed down, and shaken 
together, and running over, shall men give into your 
bosom. For with the same measure that ye mete withal 
it shall be measured to you again. 6.39 And he spake a 
parable unto them, Can the blind lead the blind? shall 
they not both fall into the ditch? 6.40 The disciple is not 
above his master: but every one that is perfect shall be 
as his master. 6.41 And why beholdest thou the mote 
that is in thy brother's eye, but perceivest not the beam 
that is in thine own eye? 6.42 Either how canst thou say 
to thy brother, Brother, let me pull out the mote that is 
in thine eye, when thou thyself beholdest not the beam 
that is in thine own eye? Thou hypocrite, cast out first 
the beam out of thine own eye, and then shalt thou see 
clearly to pull out the mote that is in thy brother's eye. 

 

Ask and it shall be given  

Matthew 7.7 Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and 
ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you: 
7.8 For every one that asketh receiveth; and he that 
seeketh findeth; and to him that knocketh it shall be 
opened. 7.9 Or what man is there of you, whom if his 
son ask bread, will he give him a stone? 7.10 Or if he 
ask a fish, will he give him a serpent? 7.11 If ye then, 
being evil, know how to give good gifts unto your 

Luke 11.9 And I say unto you, Ask, and it shall be given 
you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be 
opened unto you. 11.10 For every one that asketh 

receiveth; and he that seeketh findeth; and to him that 
knocketh it shall be opened. 11.11 If a son shall ask 

bread of any of you that is a father, will he give him a 
stone? or if he ask a fish, will he for a fish give him a 
serpent? 11.12 Or if he shall ask an egg, will he offer 
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children, how much more shall your Father which is in 
heaven give good things to them that ask him? 7.12 
Therefore all things whatsoever ye would that men 

should do to you, do ye even so to them: for this is the 
law and the prophets. 7.14 Because strait is the gate, 

and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life, and few 
there be that find it. 

him a scorpion? 11.13 If ye then, being evil, know how 
to give good gifts unto your children: how much more 
shall your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to them 

that ask him? 

Enter by the strait gate  

Matthew 7.13 Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide is 
the gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth to 

destruction, and many there be which go in thereat: 

Luke 13.23 Then said one unto him, Lord, are there few 
that be saved? And he said unto them, 13.24 Strive to 
enter in at the strait gate: for many, I say unto you, will 
seek to enter in, and shall not be able. 13.25 When once 
the master of the house is risen up, and hath shut to the 
door, and ye begin to stand without, and to knock at 

the door, saying, Lord, Lord, open unto us; and he shall 
answer and say unto you, I know you not whence ye 

are: 13.26 Then shall ye begin to say, We have eaten and 
drunk in thy presence, and thou hast taught in our 

streets. 13.27 But he shall say, I tell you, I know you not 
whence ye are; depart from me, all ye workers of 

iniquity. 13.28 There shall be weeping and gnashing of 
teeth, when ye shall see Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob, 
and all the prophets, in the kingdom of God, and you 
yourselves thrust out. 13.29 And they shall come from 
the east, and from the west, and from the north, and 
from the south, and shall sit down in the kingdom of 
God. 13.30 And, behold, there are last which shall be 

first, and there are first which shall be last. 

 

A tree is known by its fruits  

Matthew 7.15 Beware of false prophets, which come to 
you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly they are ravening 
wolves. 7.16 Ye shall know them by their fruits. Do men 
gather grapes of thorns, or figs of thistles? 7.17 Even so 
every good tree bringeth forth good fruit; but a corrupt 
tree bringeth forth evil fruit. 7.18 A good tree cannot 
bring forth evil fruit, neither can a corrupt tree bring 
forth good fruit. 7.19 Every tree that bringeth not forth 
good fruit is hewn down, and cast into the fire. 7.20 

Wherefore by their fruits ye shall know them. 

Luke 6.43 For a good tree bringeth not forth corrupt 
fruit; neither doth a corrupt tree bring forth good fruit. 
6.44 For every tree is known by his own fruit. For of 
thorns men do not gather figs, nor of a bramble bush 
gather they grapes. 6.45 A good man out of the good 
treasure of his heart bringeth forth that which is good; 
and an evil man out of the evil treasure of his heart 
bringeth forth that which is evil: for of the abundance 

of the heart his mouth speaketh. 

 

A house's foundations  

Matthew 7.21 Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, 
Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he 
that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven. 

7.22 Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have 
we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have 
cast out devils? and in thy name done many wonderful 
works? 7.23 And then will I profess unto them, I never 
knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity. 7.24 
Therefore whosoever heareth these sayings of mine, 

Luke 6.46 And why call ye me, Lord, Lord, and do not 
the things which I say? 6.47 Whosoever cometh to me, 
and heareth my sayings, and doeth them, I will shew 
you to whom he is like: 6.48 He is like a man which 

built an house, and digged deep, and laid the 
foundation on a rock: and when the flood arose, the 

stream beat vehemently upon that house, and could not 
shake it: for it was founded upon a rock. 6.49 But he 

that heareth, and doeth not, is like a man that without a 
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and doeth them, I will liken him unto a wise man, 
which built his house upon a rock: 7.25 And the rain 
descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew, 
and beat upon that house; and it fell not: for it was 

founded upon a rock. 7.26 And every one that heareth 
these sayings of mine, and doeth them not, shall be 

likened unto a foolish man, which built his house upon 
the sand: 7.27 And the rain descended, and the floods 
came, and the winds blew, and beat upon that house; 

and it fell: and great was the fall of it. 

foundation built an house upon the earth; against 
which the stream did beat vehemently, and 

immediately it fell; and the ruin of that house was 
great. 

Conclusion   

Matthew 7.28 And it came to pass, when Jesus had 
ended these sayings, the people were astonished at his 

doctrine: 7.29 For he taught them as one having 
authority, and not as the scribes. 
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COMPARING MATTHEW AND LUKE 
Luke http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Beatitudes  

 
The four beatitudes in Luke 6:20–22 during the Sermon on the Plain. Verse 20 introduces them 
by saying, "Looking at his disciples, he said:" Then parallel to Matthew, each beatitude begins 
with: 
Blessed are you...  
 

• ...who are poor, for yours is the kingdom of God. 
• ...who hunger now, for you will be satisfied. 
• ...you who weep now, for you will laugh. 
• ...when people hate you, when they exclude you and insult you and reject your 

name as evil, because of the Son of man. 
 
Verse 23 seems parallel to the commentary in Matthew 5:11-12: "Rejoice in that day and leap 
for joy, because great is your reward in heaven. For that is how their ancestors treated the 
prophets." 
The four woes that follow these in Luke 6:24–26 each begins with: 
Woe to you...:  
 

• ...who are rich, for you have already received your comfort. 
• ...who are well fed now, for you will go hungry. 
• ...who laugh now, for you will mourn and weep. 
• ...when everyone speaks well of you, for that is how their ancestors treated the 

false prophets. 
 
The fourth "woe" in verse 26 may be parallel to the commentary in Matthew 5:11-12. 
These woes are distinct from the Seven Woes of the Pharisees that appear later in Luke 11:37–54. 
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Musings in Matthew 3-7 
Prepared by Patrick J. Griffiths 

 
I am simply recording my thoughts as I read through Matthew’s account.  I need my heart and 
mind warmed by the truth of God’s Word.  I come expecting the promise and believing the 
Holy Spirit will do for me the promises of Psalm 19:7ff. 
 

• Introduction: Infancy Narrative: Chapters 1–2 

o Narrative: 3–4 

� First Discourse: "Sermon on the Mount": 5–7 

o Narrative: 8–9 

� Second Discourse: "Missionary Instructions": 10 

o Narrative: 11–12 

� Third Discourse: "Collection of Parables": 13 

o Narrative: 14–17 

� Fourth Discourse: "Community Instructions": 18 

o Narrative: 19–22 

� Fifth Discourse: "Sermon on Eschatology": 23–25 

• Conclusion: Passion & Resurrection Narrative: 26–28 
 
Matthew 3 – The Seed Promise is identified publicly 
 
3:2; the kingdom of heaven is at hand for the King is present.   
 
John the Baptist is clearly identified as the forerunner to the coming kingdom.  He is the 
harbinger; the voice crying in the wilderness.  His ministry and message are defined by the 
role he occupies.  John’s ministry was anticipated by the people.  They were “ripe” for his 
arrival. 
 
John openly attacks the idea that bloodline will not make you a citizen of God’s kingdom.  You 
must enter His kingdom through faith and repentance.  The baptism of Jesus identifies Him as 
God’s anointed King.  Jesus is being baptized in keeping with the theocratic anointing putting 
Him in David’s line. 
 
Jesus is God’s beloved Son and as such is the fulfillment of the Seed Promise. 
 
Matthew 4 – The Seed Promise is vetted 
 
In chapter 3 Jesus is His “party’s candidate.”  In chapter 4 He is “vetted.”  Our Lord rebuffed 
temptation by quoting appropriate Scripture.  It is of interest to note how the devil also 
“quoted” Scripture.  Temptation often comes when we are the weakest emotionally and/or 
physically.  Being tempted is not the issue; yielding is. 
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1 ¶ Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. 2 
And after He had fasted forty days and forty nights, He then became hungry. 3 And the 
tempter came and said to Him, "If You are the Son of God, command that these stones 
become bread." 4 But He answered and said, "It is written, 'MAN SHALL NOT LIVE 
ON BREAD ALONE, BUT ON EVERY WORD THAT PROCEEDS OUT OF THE 
MOUTH OF GOD.'" 5 Then the devil *took Him into the holy city and had Him stand 
on the pinnacle of the temple, 6 and *said to Him, "If You are the Son of God, throw 
Yourself down; for it is written, 'HE WILL COMMAND HIS ANGELS CONCERNING 
YOU'; and 'ON their HANDS THEY WILL BEAR YOU UP, SO THAT YOU WILL NOT 
STRIKE YOUR FOOT AGAINST A STONE.'" 7 Jesus said to him, "On the other hand, it 
is written, 'YOU SHALL NOT PUT THE LORD YOUR GOD TO THE TEST.'" 8 Again, 
the devil *took Him to a very high mountain and *showed Him all the kingdoms of the 
world and their glory; 9 and he said to Him, "All these things I will give You, if You fall 
down and worship me." 10 Then Jesus *said to him, "Go, Satan! For it is written, 'YOU 
SHALL WORSHIP THE LORD YOUR GOD, AND SERVE HIM ONLY.'" 11 Then the 
devil *left Him; and behold, angels came and began to minister to Him. 

 
John’s role was to point to Jesus.  When John fulfilled his design, he decreased.   
 
The promise and fulfillment of our Lord’s presence in the land of Zebulun and Naphtali is so 
beautiful. 
 

12 ¶ Now when Jesus heard that John had been taken into custody, He withdrew into 
Galilee; 13 and leaving Nazareth, He came and settled in Capernaum, which is by the 
sea, in the region of Zebulun and Naphtali. 14 This was to fulfill what was spoken 
through Isaiah the prophet: 15 "THE LAND OF ZEBULUN AND THE LAND OF 
NAPHTALI, BY THE WAY OF THE SEA, BEYOND THE JORDAN, GALILEE OF THE 
GENTILES-- 16 "THE PEOPLE WHO WERE SITTING IN DARKNESS SAW A GREAT 
LIGHT, AND THOSE WHO WERE SITTING IN THE LAND AND SHADOW OF 
DEATH, UPON THEM A LIGHT DAWNED." 17 From that time Jesus began to preach 
and say, "Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand." 

 
All of humanity sits in darkness and all of humanity sits in the land and shadow of death (See 
also Psalm 107:10).  It has been said of Psalm 23 (“walk through the valley of the shadow of 
death”) that this is life and not death.  Here the similar thought is marked.  In the midst of our 
death and darkness, life and light are shining forth.  Although we exist in a fallen world, there 
is life and light in Christ Jesus.  Life is difficult and my flesh cries out to violate the Word of 
God, yet in this brokenness God is good and the best is still yet to come. 
 
Jesus and John preached similar messages (3:2; 4:17 “From that time Jesus began to preach and 
say, "Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.”). 
 
In the midst of a seething humanity He selectively picks certain individuals to be His 
immediate followers.  Why these men?  Is there not mystery in all of this?  Perhaps there are 
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certain character traits within the trade of fishermen that lend toward “fishing for men” (i.e. 
patience, baiting, harvesting, etc.). 
 

18 ¶ Now as Jesus was walking by the Sea of Galilee, He saw two brothers, Simon who 
was called Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea; for they were 
fishermen. 19 And He *said to them, "Follow Me, and I will make you fishers of men." 
20 Immediately they left their nets and followed Him. 21 Going on from there He saw 
two other brothers, James the son of Zebedee, and John his brother, in the boat with 
Zebedee their father, mending their nets; and He called them. 22 Immediately they left 
the boat and their father, and followed Him. 

 
Mt 4:20 And they straightway left their nets, and followed him. 
Mt 4:22 And they immediately left the ship and their father, and followed him. 
Mt 4:25 And there followed him great multitudes of people from Galilee, and from 
Decapolis, and from Jerusalem, and from Judaea, and from beyond Jordan. 
Mt 8:1 ¶ When he was come down from the mountain, great multitudes followed him. 
Mt 8:10 When Jesus heard it, he marvelled, and said to them that followed, Verily I say 
unto you, I have not found so great faith, no, not in Israel. 
Mt 8:19 And a certain scribe came, and said unto him, Master, I will follow thee 
whithersoever thou goest. 
Mt 8:22 But Jesus said unto him, Follow me; and let the dead bury their dead. 
Mt 8:23 ¶ And when he was entered into a ship, his disciples followed him. 
Mt 9:9 ¶ And as Jesus passed forth from thence, he saw a man, named Matthew, sitting 
at the receipt of custom: and he saith unto him, Follow me. And he arose, and followed 
him. 
Mt 9:19 And Jesus arose, and followed him, and so did his disciples. 
Mt 9:27 ¶ And when Jesus departed thence, two blind men followed him, crying, and 
saying, Thou Son of David, have mercy on us. 
Mt 10:38 And he that taketh not his cross, and followeth after me, is not worthy of me. 
Mt 12:15 But when Jesus knew it, he withdrew himself from thence: and great 
multitudes followed him, and he healed them all; 
Mt 14:13 ¶ When Jesus heard of it, he departed thence by ship into a desert place apart: 
and when the people had heard thereof, they followed him on foot out of the cities. 
Mt 16:24 ¶ Then said Jesus unto his disciples, If any man will come after me, let him 
deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me. 
Mt 19:2 And great multitudes followed him; and he healed them there. 
Mt 19:21 Jesus said unto him, If thou wilt be perfect, go and sell that thou hast, and give 
to the poor, and thou shalt have treasure in heaven: and come and follow me. 
Mt 19:27 Then answered Peter and said unto him, Behold, we have forsaken all, and 
followed thee; what shall we have therefore? 
Mt 19:28 And Jesus said unto them, Verily I say unto you, That ye which have followed 
me, in the regeneration when the Son of man shall sit in the throne of his glory, ye also 
shall sit upon twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel. 
Mt 20:29 ¶ And as they departed from Jericho, a great multitude followed him. 
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Mt 20:34 So Jesus had compassion on them, and touched their eyes: and immediately 
their eyes received sight, and they followed him. 
Mt 21:9 And the multitudes that went before, and that followed, cried, saying, Hosanna 
to the Son of David: Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord; Hosanna in the 
highest. 
Mt 26:58 But Peter followed him afar off unto the high priest's palace, and went in, and 
sat with the servants, to see the end. 
Mt 27:55 And many women were there beholding afar off, which followed Jesus from 
Galilee, ministering unto him: 

 
Matthew 4:23-25 is a summary statement of His opening ministry. 
 

23 ¶ Jesus was going throughout all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the gospel of 
the kingdom, and healing every kind of disease and every kind of sickness among the people. 24 The 
news about Him spread throughout all Syria; and they brought to Him all who were ill, those suffering 
with various diseases and pains, demoniacs, epileptics, paralytics; and He healed them. 25 Large crowds 
followed Him from Galilee and the Decapolis and Jerusalem and Judea and from beyond the Jordan. 

 
The opening days of His ministry must have been electrifying.  What Jesus did was expected 
of the Seed Promise fulfilled.  The construct, however, would come crashing down like a 
house of cards.  It wasn’t the work done, but the skewed expectations of the audience.  How 
powerful were these opening moments.  Some would suggest this same type of ministry is still 
present among us.  That God is still healing in the same manner.  Although I believe He does 
and can, I do not believe His healing work is carrying on the same function as it did then.  
Then it identified Him as the Messiah.  Perhaps there are places in the world were such 
activity is still taking place on the scale it did then thus proving who He is to the unreached, 
but even signs were appealing for the wrong reasons to the multitude who saw and heard. 
 
Verse 25 speaks of the large crowds that followed Him.  The Greek word is ochlos. It can 
speak of ”a throng (as borne along); by implication, the rabble; by extension, a class of people; 
figuratively, a riot:--company, multitude, number (of people)” [Strong’s Concordance].  The 
multitude is made up of people. 
 

Mt 5:1 ¶ And seeing the multitudes, he went up into a mountain: and when he was set, his disciples came 
unto him: 
Mt 7:28 And it came to pass, when Jesus had ended these sayings, the people were astonished at his 
doctrine: 
Mt 9:8 But when the multitudes saw it, they marvelled, and glorified God, which had given such power 
unto men. 
Mt 9:23 And when Jesus came into the ruler's house, and saw the minstrels and the people making a 
noise, 
Mt 9:25 But when the people were put forth, he went in, and took her by the hand, and the maid arose. 
Mt 9:33 And when the devil was cast out, the dumb spake: and the multitudes marvelled, saying, It was 
never so seen in Israel. 
Mt 9:36 But when he saw the multitudes, he was moved with compassion on them, because they fainted, 
and were scattered abroad, as sheep having no shepherd.  
Mt 11:7 ¶ And as they departed, Jesus began to say unto the multitudes concerning John, What went ye 
out into the wilderness to see? A reed shaken with the wind? 
Mt 12:23 And all the people were amazed, and said, Is not this the son of David? 
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Mt 12:46 ¶ While he yet talked to the people, behold, his mother and his brethren stood without, desiring 
to speak with him. 
Mt 13:34 All these things spake Jesus unto the multitude in parables; and without a parable spake he not 
unto them: 
Mt 13:36 Then Jesus sent the multitude away, and went into the house: and his disciples came unto him, 
saying, Declare unto us the parable of the tares of the field. 
Mt 14:5 And when he would have put him to death, he feared the multitude, because they counted him 
as a prophet. 
Mt 14:13 ¶ When Jesus heard of it, he departed thence by ship into a desert place apart: and when the 
people had heard thereof, they followed him on foot out of the cities. 
Mt 14:14 And Jesus went forth, and saw a great multitude, and was moved with compassion toward 
them, and he healed their sick. 
Mt 14:15 And when it was evening, his disciples came to him, saying, This is a desert place, and the time 
is now past; send the multitude away, that they may go into the villages, and buy themselves victuals. 
Mt 14:19 And he commanded the multitude to sit down on the grass, and took the five loaves, and the 
two fishes, and looking up to heaven, he blessed, and brake, and gave the loaves to his disciples, and the 
disciples to the multitude. 
Mt 14:22 ¶ And straightway Jesus constrained his disciples to get into a ship, and to go before him unto 
the other side, while he sent the multitudes away. 
Mt 14:23 And when he had sent the multitudes away, he went up into a mountain apart to pray: and 
when the evening was come, he was there alone. 
Mt 15:10 ¶ And he called the multitude, and said unto them, Hear, and understand: 
Mt 15:31 Insomuch that the multitude wondered, when they saw the dumb to speak, the maimed to be 
whole, the lame to walk, and the blind to see: and they glorified the God of Israel. 
Mt 15:32 Then Jesus called his disciples unto him, and said, I have compassion on the multitude, because 
they continue with me now three days, and have nothing to eat: and I will not send them away fasting, 
lest they faint in the way. 
Mt 15:33 And his disciples say unto him, Whence should we have so much bread in the wilderness, as to 
fill so great a multitude? 
Mt 15:35 And he commanded the multitude to sit down on the ground. 
Mt 15:36 And he took the seven loaves and the fishes, and gave thanks, and brake them, and gave to his 
disciples, and the disciples to the multitude. 
Mt 15:39 And he sent away the multitude, and took ship, and came into the coasts of Magdala. 
Mt 17:14 ¶ And when they were come to the multitude, there came to him a certain man, kneeling down 
to him, and saying, 
Mt 20:29 ¶ And as they departed from Jericho, a great multitude followed him. 
Mt 20:31 And the multitude rebuked them, because they should hold their peace: but they cried the 
more, saying, Have mercy on us, O Lord, thou Son of David. 
Mt 21:8 And a very great multitude spread their garments in the way; others cut down branches from 
the trees, and strawed them in the way. 
Mt 21:9 And the multitudes that went before, and that followed, cried, saying, Hosanna to the Son of 
David: Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord; Hosanna in the highest. 
Mt 21:11 And the multitude said, This is Jesus the prophet of Nazareth of Galilee. 
Mt 21:26 But if we shall say, Of men; we fear the people; for all hold John as a prophet. 
Mt 21:46 But when they sought to lay hands on him, they feared the multitude, because they took him for 
a prophet. 
Mt 22:33 And when the multitude heard this, they were astonished at his doctrine. 
Mt 23:1 ¶ Then spake Jesus to the multitude, and to his disciples, 
Mt 26:47 ¶ And while he yet spake, lo, Judas, one of the twelve, came, and with him a great multitude 
with swords and staves, from the chief priests and elders of the people. 
Mt 26:55 In that same hour said Jesus to the multitudes, Are ye come out as against a thief with swords 
and staves for to take me? I sat daily with you teaching in the temple, and ye laid no hold on me. 
Mt 27:15 Now at that feast the governor was wont to release unto the people a prisoner, whom they 
would. 



 194 

Mt 27:20 But the chief priests and elders persuaded the multitude that they should ask Barabbas, and 
destroy Jesus. 
Mt 27:24 When Pilate saw that he could prevail nothing, but that rather a tumult was made, he took 
water, and washed his hands before the multitude, saying, I am innocent of the blood of this just person: 
see ye to it. 

 
The size of this multitude is noted in Matthew 14:21, “There were about five thousand men 

who ate, besides women and children.” 
 
It is described as “great” in the following verses. 
 

Mt 4:25 And there followed him great multitudes of people from Galilee, and from Decapolis, and from 
Jerusalem, and from Judaea, and from beyond Jordan. 
Mt 8:1 ¶ When he was come down from the mountain, great multitudes followed him. 
Mt 8:18 ¶ Now when Jesus saw great multitudes about him, he gave commandment to depart unto the 
other side. 
Mt 12:15 But when Jesus knew it, he withdrew himself from thence: and great multitudes followed him, 
and he healed them all; 
Mt 13:2 And great multitudes were gathered together unto him, so that he went into a ship, and sat; and 
the whole multitude stood on the shore. 
Mt 15:30 And great multitudes came unto him, having with them those that were lame, blind, dumb, 
maimed, and many others, and cast them down at Jesus' feet; and he healed them: 
Mt 19:2 And great multitudes followed him; and he healed them there. 

 
We cannot overestimate the mindset of expectancy the Jewish population had toward the 
Messiah who would bring deliverance to the nation.  There was a fervency and feverish 
mindset toward Him.  The crowds He drew were in the thousands.  He came to minister to, to 
deliver these people.  Their motives were base and emotions were fickle, but He loved/loves 
them just the same.  Oh God enlarge my heart. 
 
Chapters 1-4 are a unit celebrating the arrival of the Seed Promise. 
 
Matthew 5 
 
Chapters 5-7 are a unit communicating the culture of God’s Kingdom.  Chapters 1-4 are a unit 
celebrating the arrival of the Seed Promise. 
 
Chapters 5-7 are a unit communicating the culture of God’s Kingdom.  Both John and Jesus 
preached “the kingdom of heaven is at hand” (3:2; 4:17).  In chapters 5 and following our Lord 
describes this kingdom.  If chapters 1 and 2 speak of the “candidates” birth and upbringing, 
then chapter three is His selection by the “party” with His baptism and chapter four is his 
vetting through the temptation.  Now in chapters 5-8 we have our candidate touring and 
giving His “stump” speech.  He is making promises of what life will be like if He is “elected” 
by the people.     
 
Matthew 4:25 says, “Great multitudes followed Him.”  Matthew 5:1 picks up this idea.  Our 
Lord begins His formal “instruction” with what is called His “Sermon on the Mount.” 
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The parallelism between the work of Moses and that of Jesus the Christ is notable.  Both were 
appointed by God to mediate in behalf of His people.  Both went up a mountain to receive 
instruction.  If the Sermon on the Mount could be seen as the Law of the New Covenant than 
perhaps it will be better understood. 
 

Origin and structure 
The Ten Commandments were given to Moses during the Exodus (Ex 20:2-17, Deut 5:6-21) and formed 
the basis of a covenant between Israel and their God. Hence they are of profound significance to both 
Judaism and Christianity. 
 
They are broadly divisible into an initial group (1-4), that concern relationship with God, and a later group 
(5-10), that concern relationship between people.   
 
Jesus’ approach 
Jesus seems to have considered the first three commandments so foundational that they didn’t even 
need mentioning. Regarding the fourth, Sabbath observance, he claimed that he and his disciples were 
exempt on the grounds that they were acting as priests. The remaining six he recognized. 
 
When a young man asks Jesus how he can inherit eternal life, Jesus tells him to obey commandments 6, 
7, 8, 9, then omits  the tenth before citing the fourth, just to make the omission more obvious (Matt 19:16-
22, Luke 18:18-23). The parallel passage in Mark’s Gospel (Mark 10:17-22) has Jesus substitute the 
wrong commandment rather than omit one altogether. Whichever is closer to what really happened, the 
young man should still have noticed the error and queried it. That was precisely what Jesus was 
expecting and so when the query failed to materialize, he challenges the young man in that precise area. 
 
Jesus also focuses on these six commandments in the Sermon on the Mount, where after commending 
those who have obeyed 1-3, in the Beatitudes (Matt 5:3-10), he affirms the significance of the divine law 
and then considers what it meant for his followers to obey 5-6 in the light of obeying 1-3. 
[http://www.sermononthemount.org.uk/Background/TenCommandments.html] 

 
An issue is whether or not this Law is binding on New Covenant believers.  Are they obligated 
to keep this Law?  If they are obligated, then do they have the ability to keep the Law flawless 
for all/any Law demands as much?  If they are not obligated to keep the new Law, then why 
are they not obligated to keep the new Law?   
 
I believe new covenant believers are obligated to keep the new Law, but I believe Jesus keeps 
the Law and by keeping the Law gives His perfect keeping to His people.  I will come back to 
this later, but for now let us consider the Sermon as a unit. 
 
His initial point (vv. 3-12) is called the beatitudes/blessings. 
 

3 "Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
4 "Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted. 
5 "Blessed are the gentle, for they shall inherit the earth. 
6 "Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied. 
7 "Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy. 
8 "Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God. 
9 "Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God. 
10 "Blessed are those who have been persecuted for the sake of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of 
heaven. 
11 "Blessed are you when people insult you and persecute you, and falsely say all kinds of evil against 

you because of Me. 
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12 "Rejoice and be glad, for your reward in heaven is great; for in the same way they persecuted the 
prophets who were before you. 

 
Are the beatitudes a summary of the entire sermon (similar to the Ten Commandments 
summarizing the entire first covenant Law)? 
 
Our Lord’s initial instruction seems counter cultural.  The people and conditions described are 
foreign to our sensibilities.  They are not conditions we desire, but circumstances we seek to 
remedy.  This text seems similar to Paul’s thought in 1 Corinthians 1:26-31. 
 

26 For consider your calling, brethren, that there were not many wise according to the flesh, not many 
mighty, not many noble; 27 but God has chosen the foolish things of the world to shame the wise, and 
God has chosen the weak things of the world to shame the things which are strong, 28 and the base 

things of the world and the despised God has chosen, the things that are not, so that He may nullify the 
things that are, 29 so that no man may boast before God. 30 But by His doing you are in Christ Jesus, who 
became to us wisdom from God, and righteousness and sanctification, and redemption, 31 so that, just as 
it is written, "LET HIM WHO BOASTS, BOAST IN THE LORD." 

 
Our Lord’s description puts us in our current culture.  He is here and His kingdom joins Him 
yet there is still insult, persecution and falsehood.  He immediately establishes the idea that 
there will be antagonism and suffering as two kingdoms come into conflict.  The serpent’s seed 
will continue its campaign against the Seed of the Woman.  Verse 12 addresses a Jewish 
audience.  There is nothing “Gentile” about this. 
 
In verses 13-16 Jesus describes the “you” as salt and light; both statements could be in 
synonymous parallelism.  Who are the “you?”  We might assume the “you” are those who 
believe in God the Father and will now believe in Jesus Christ the Son.  In addition, the “you” 
might be those within His massive following who have already believed in His message of the 
kingdom.  Perhaps the “you” is the nation of Israel as a whole.  The nation as a whole will be 
“thrown out and trampled underfoot by men.”  The nation was to be a light to the world.  
Although we make this speak to the individual and to the Christian, might it not be better 
understood as a word to the nation, to Israel?  Verses 13-16 speak of the nation of Israel.  
Verses 17-20 speak of the nation’s relationship to the Law.   
 
Verses 17-20 are pointed.  Jesus Christ is the fulfillment of all the Law and the Prophets spoke 
of.  This is the larger thought of John 5:39, Luke 24:27, 44, 45 and Hebrews 1:1-3. 
 

17 ¶ "Do not think that I came to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I did not come to abolish but to fulfill. 
18 "For truly I say to you, until heaven and earth pass away, not the smallest letter or stroke shall pass 
from the Law until all is accomplished. 19 "Whoever then annuls one of the least of these commandments, 
and teaches others to do the same, shall be called least in the kingdom of heaven; but whoever keeps and 
teaches them, he shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven. 20 "For I say to you that unless your 
righteousness surpasses that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will not enter the kingdom of heaven. 

 
The Law is descriptive of who God is and what He does.  The Law is a beautiful thing (Ps. 
19:10; Hosea 8:12).  The Law was not given to keep sinners from God, but point sinners to 

God.  The Law defines and shapes the Seed Promise.  To denigrate the Law or seek its 
destruction would be tantamount to attacking the Seed Promise. 
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1. vv. 3-12 A new “citizen/subject” 
2. vv. 13-16 This new citizen is the salt of the earth and a light to the world.   
3. vv. 17-20 The meshing of the Law “old” with the Beatitudes “new.” 
 
Jesus as “new” fulfills the “old.”  Jesus is the embodiment of the Law.  He is the perfect 
fulfillment of the beatitudes.  He is the ultimate salt and light of the world.    Verse 20 is an 
attempt to undermine their confidence in themselves and redirect it to Him. 
 
If this is a positive statement concerning the “righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees,” then 
it is the only reference to them that is positive in Matthew’s account. 
 
4. vv. 21-48 The Law was a shadow of the greater reality.   
 
The greater reality is even more stringent than what was thought.  Look at the categories our 
Lord accents in the following verses.  See how they tie into the Beatitudes.  By noting what He 
does, it becomes apparent that everyone is a murderer, adulterer, liar, unjust and filled with 
hatred.  Our spiritual/moral failure is catastrophic and to think otherwise is delusional. 
 
If Jesus is not the fulfillment of the Seed Promise, then all hope is lost.  If you are to keep the 
new law, then you are already marked by failure for even with the Holy Spirit’s enablement 
you are a failure.  You are obligated to keep the new law, but it is already kept and fulfilled in 
Jesus Christ and because you/we are in Him we are new law keepers. 
 
 a. Murder (vv. 21-26) 
 

21 ¶ "You have heard that the ancients were told, 'YOU SHALL NOT COMMIT MURDER' and 'Whoever 
commits murder shall be liable to the court.' 22 "But I say to you that everyone who is angry with his 
brother shall be guilty before the court; and whoever says to his brother, 'You good-for-nothing,' shall be 
guilty before the supreme court; and whoever says, 'You fool,' shall be guilty enough to go into the fiery 
hell. 23 "Therefore if you are presenting your offering at the altar, and there remember that your brother 
has something against you,  24 leave your offering there before the altar and go; first be reconciled to 
your brother, and then come and present your offering. 25 "Make friends quickly with your opponent at 
law while you are with him on the way, so that your opponent may not hand you over to the judge, and 
the judge to the officer, and you be thrown into prison. 26 "Truly I say to you, you will not come out of 
there until you have paid up the last cent. 

 
If the verse is parceled apart it becomes overbearing, but if the passage is taken as a whole 
then its voice is singular and clear. 
 
Verse 22 has an elevated and increasing scale of seriousness.  It is synthetic parallelism.  Anger 
can lead to an attitude of contempt which if left unchecked can lead to murderous thoughts.  
The sentence against this devolving thought pattern is ending up in a fiery hell. 
 
Verse 23 provides the action step.  Apparently the issue isn’t yours but your brothers.  You are 
not offended, but your brother is.  Verse 25 says he is going to take you to the court of law and 
prosecute you.  This idea is consistent with the language of “court” and “supreme court” in 
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verse 22.  The issue is not pressing since it was forgotten, but upon remembrance you are to 
“confront” your brother concerning his murderous intent and seek to be reconciled with him.  
Verse 25 provides a definition of reconciliation.  If you were once opponents, seek to be 
friends.  Again, the severity of the issue being addressed is defined by verse 25.  The offense is 
a broken law and is a matter that the law could resolve.  The matter is of such severity that 
language such as “fiery hell” and “you will not come out of there until you have paid up the 
last cent” is used. 
 
Paul takes up this same idea in 1 Corinthians 6. 
 

1 Cor. 6:1 ¶ Does any one of you, when he has a case against his neighbor, dare to go to law before the 
unrighteous and not before the saints? 2 Or do you not know that the saints will judge the world? If the 
world is judged by you, are you not competent to constitute the smallest law courts? 3 Do you not know 
that we will judge angels? How much more matters of this life? 4 So if you have law courts dealing with 
matters of this life, do you appoint them as judges who are of no account in the church? 5 I say this to 
your shame. Is it so, that there is not among you one wise man who will be able to decide between his 
brethren, 6 but brother goes to law with brother, and that before unbelievers? 7 Actually, then, it is 
already a defeat for you, that you have lawsuits with one another. Why not rather be wronged? Why not 

rather be defrauded? 8 On the contrary, you yourselves wrong and defraud. You do this even to your 
brethren. 9 ¶ Or do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be 
deceived; neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor homosexuals, 10 nor 
thieves, nor the covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor swindlers, will inherit the kingdom of God.  

 
Paul’s description of the believer in verses 7-10 is echoing the tone of the Beatitudes in 
Matthew 5.  Jesus says to His audience “instead of seeking justice, seek peace.”  The Law is a 
legal document, but its purpose was to establish peace between neighbors and enemies and 
between man and God. 
 
Part of our difficulty is living overly sensitive lives where everything and everyone is offensive 
and offending.  When self becomes primary and entitlement is mandatory, then being hurt 

becomes inevitable.  Part of the solution to living at peace with one another is to live dead 
lives.  Stop being so easily offended and do not use this text apart from its application of a 
legal offense. 
 
What should I do if someone says something critical of me or looks at me with an unpleasant 
stare or treats me rudely?  First, get over yourself, then pray for them and finally, never stop 
loving them.  Think what Paul said in Colossians 3. 
 

Colossians 3:8 ¶ But now you also, put them all aside: anger, wrath, malice, slander, and abusive speech 
from your mouth. 9 Do not lie to one another, since you laid aside the old self with its evil practices,  

 
This is the spirit of Matthew 5:22.  Now notice what is to be our response as noted in 
Colossians 3:12-14. 
 

12 ¶ So, as those who have been chosen of God, holy and beloved, put on a heart of compassion, 
kindness, humility, gentleness and patience; 13 bearing with one another, and forgiving each other, 
whoever has a complaint against anyone; just as the Lord forgave you, so also should you. 14 Beyond all 
these things put on love, which is the perfect bond of unity. 
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Most of what we perceive to be an offense can be readily handled by putting on a heart of 
compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience; bearing with one another, and 
forgiving each other, whoever has a complaint against anyone; just as the Lord forgave you, so 
also should you.  Beyond all these things put on love, which is the perfect bond of unity. 
 
 b. Adultery (vv. 27-32) 
 

27 ¶ "You have heard that it was said, 'YOU SHALL NOT COMMIT ADULTERY'; 28 but I say to you that 
everyone who looks at a woman with lust for her has already committed adultery with her in his heart. 
29 "If your right eye makes you stumble, tear it out and throw it from you; for it is better for you to lose 
one of the parts of your body, than for your whole body to be thrown into hell. 30 "If your right hand 
makes you stumble, cut it off and throw it from you; for it is better for you to lose one of the parts of your 
body, than for your whole body to go into hell. 31 "It was said, 'WHOEVER SENDS HIS WIFE AWAY, 
LET HIM GIVE HER A CERTIFICATE OF DIVORCE'; 32 but I say to you that everyone who divorces his 
wife, except for the reason of unchastity, makes her commit adultery; and whoever marries a divorced 
woman commits adultery. 

 
 c. False witness (vv. 33-37) 
 

33 ¶ "Again, you have heard that the ancients were told, 'YOU SHALL NOT MAKE FALSE VOWS, BUT 
SHALL FULFILL YOUR VOWS TO THE LORD.' 34 "But I say to you, make no oath at all, either by 
heaven, for it is the throne of God, 35 or by the earth, for it is the footstool of His feet, or by Jerusalem, for 
it is THE CITY OF THE GREAT KING. 36 "Nor shall you make an oath by your head, for you cannot 
make one hair white or black. 37 "But let your statement be, 'Yes, yes' or 'No, no'; anything beyond these 
is of evil. 

 
 d. Injustice (vv. 38-42) 
 

38 ¶ "You have heard that it was said, 'AN EYE FOR AN EYE, AND A TOOTH FOR A TOOTH.' 39 "But I 
say to you, do not resist an evil person; but whoever slaps you on your right cheek, turn the other to him 
also. 40 "If anyone wants to sue you and take your shirt, let him have your coat also. 41 "Whoever forces 
you to go one mile, go with him two. 42 "Give to him who asks of you, and do not turn away from him 
who wants to borrow from you. 

  
 e. Loving your enemies (v. 43-48) 
 

43 ¶ "You have heard that it was said, 'YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR and hate your enemy.' 44 
"But I say to you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, 45 so that you may be sons of 
your Father who is in heaven; for He causes His sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on 
the righteous and the unrighteous. 46 "For if you love those who love you, what reward do you have? Do 
not even the tax collectors do the same? 47 "If you greet only your brothers, what more are you doing 
than others? Do not even the Gentiles do the same? 48 "Therefore you are to be perfect, as your heavenly 
Father is perfect. 

 
This theme of persecution is repeated (Matt. 5:10, 11, 12, 44; 10:23; 23:34).  Why?  Not only will 
I die, but you will be hunted down and killed because you are identified with Me?  In 
addition, if God’s kingdom is so incredible, why are His people continuing to be hunted down 
and killed?  If we do not see His kingdom as coming in phases, then we will struggle in how 
we understand such teaching. 
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Matthew 6 
 
The idea of righteousness occurs several times in the opening of Matthew’s gospel (Matt. 3:15; 
5:6, 10, 20; 6:33; 21:32).  The same word family is also used throughout Matthew’s gospel.  
Those who are righteous are just (Matt. 1:19).  And are the opposite of the unjust (Matt. 5:45).  
God’s invitation to redeem is extended to the unrighteous, to the sinner (Matt. 9:13).  Those 
who are righteous will enter into the kingdom of heaven (Matt. 13:43) in the day when the 
wicked will be removed from the just (Matt. 13:49; 25:46).  It is possible to give an appearance 
of being righteous or just and still be full of hypocrisy and iniquity (Matt. 23:28).   
 

Matthew 23:25 "Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you clean the outside of the cup and of 
the dish, but inside they are full of robbery and self-indulgence. 26 "You blind Pharisee, first clean the 
inside of the cup and of the dish, so that the outside of it may become clean also. 27 "Woe to you, scribes 
and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you are like whitewashed tombs which on the outside appear beautiful, 
but inside they are full of dead men's bones and all uncleanness. 28 "So you, too, outwardly appear 
righteous to men, but inwardly you are full of hypocrisy and lawlessness. 

 
This becomes more pronounced in Matthew 7:13ff.  The truly righteous do righteous deeds 
(Matt. 25:37).  Jesus was identified by Pilate and his wife as a just man (Matt. 27:19, 24). 
 
The thought of being righteous or just was a common concept for the Jewish mind.  
Righteousness was tied to Law obedience.  Those who obeyed the Law were righteous.  Those 
who disobeyed the Law were not.  Righteousness was tied to tangible acts more than heart 
attitude.  In this chapter, Jesus shows how a righteous hand flows from a righteous heart.  In 
each of these statements Jesus moves the conversation away from what is seen to what is 
unseen.  It matters little whether or not someone sees your righteous act for personal praise.  
Again, Matthew 7:13ff shows this truth.  What does matter is your relationship to the Father 
and from this relationship have the overflow of witnessing.  In each of the following scenarios 
Jesus speaks against self-promoting acts and addresses the heart of the individual.  Personal 
worship overflows into public acts.  Yet it is a publicity known only to God.  Think about it, 
giving to the poor, praying, fasting, concern for one’s well-being is all very personal.  Yet such 
personal and private acts as these can be so mutated as to strip them of their devotional 
quality.  Instead of being relational, they become means of self-aggrandizement.  This is what 
sin does.  It twists the good and robs one of the best.  It puts the emphasis and focus on self 
instead of on the only object worthy of worship, God. 
 

• The righteous act of alms giving (vv. 1-4) 
 

1 ¶ "Beware of practicing your righteousness before men to be noticed by them; otherwise you have no 
reward with your Father who is in heaven. 2 "So when you give to the poor, do not sound a trumpet 
before you, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, so that they may be honored by 
men. Truly I say to you, they have their reward in full. 3 "But when you give to the poor, do not let your 

left hand know what your right hand is doing, 4 so that your giving will be in secret; and your Father 
who sees what is done in secret will reward you. 
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• The righteous act of praying (vv. 5-16) 
 
 5 ¶ "When you pray, you are not to be like the hypocrites; for they love to stand and pray in 
the synagogues and on the street corners so that they may be seen by men. Truly I say to you, 
they have their reward in full. 6 "But you, when you pray, go into your inner room, close your 
door and pray to your Father who is in secret, and your Father who sees what is done in secret 
will reward you. 7 "And when you are praying, do not use meaningless repetition as the 
Gentiles do, for they suppose that they will be heard for their many words. 8 "So do not be like 
them; for your Father knows what you need before you ask Him. 
 

9 ¶ "Pray, then, in this way: 'Our Father who is in heaven, Hallowed be Your name. 
10 'Your kingdom come. Your will be done, On earth as it is in heaven. 
11 'Give us this day our daily bread. 
12 'And forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors. 
13 'And do not lead us into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Yours is the kingdom and the power 
and the glory forever. Amen.' 
14 "For if you forgive others for their transgressions, your heavenly Father will also forgive you. 
15 "But if you do not forgive others, then your Father will not forgive your transgressions. 

 

• The righteous act of fasting (vv. 16-18) 
 

16 ¶ "Whenever you fast, do not put on a gloomy face as the hypocrites do, for they neglect their 
appearance so that they will be noticed by men when they are fasting. Truly I say to you, they have their 
reward in full. 17 "But you, when you fast, anoint your head and wash your face 18 so that your fasting 
will not be noticed by men, but by your Father who is in secret; and your Father who sees what is done in 
secret will reward you. 

 

• The righteous act of trusting (vv. 19-34) 
 

 19 ¶ "Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves 
break in and steal. 20 "But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust 
destroys, and where thieves do not break in or steal; 21 for where your treasure is, there your heart will 
be also. 22 "The eye is the lamp of the body; so then if your eye is clear, your whole body will be full of 
light. 23 "But if your eye is bad, your whole body will be full of darkness. If then the light that is in you is 
darkness, how great is the darkness! 24 "No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and 
love the other, or he will be devoted to one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and wealth. 

 
The explanation of what verses 19-24 is found in verses 25 and following.  Our treasures are 
heavenly when we focus on His kingdom.  Our treasures are earthy when we focus on our 
kingdom.  The opening statement in the Lord’s Prayer speaks of God’s name, God’s kingdom, 
and God’s will.  This is in direct contrast to ours.  
 

 25 ¶ "For this reason I say to you, do not be worried about your life, as to what you will eat or what you 
will drink; nor for your body, as to what you will put on. Is not life more than food, and the body more 
than clothing? 26 "Look at the birds of the air, that they do not sow, nor reap nor gather into barns, and 
yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not worth much more than they? 27 "And who of you by 
being worried can add a single hour to his life? 28 "And why are you worried about clothing? Observe 
how the lilies of the field grow; they do not toil nor do they spin, 29 yet I say to you that not even 
Solomon in all his glory clothed himself like one of these. 30 "But if God so clothes the grass of the field, 
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which is alive today and tomorrow is thrown into the furnace, will He not much more clothe you? You of 
little faith! 31 "Do not worry then, saying, 'What will we eat?' or 'What will we drink?' or 'What will we 
wear for clothing?' 32 "For the Gentiles eagerly seek all these things; for your heavenly Father knows that 
you need all these things. 33 "But seek first His kingdom and His righteousness, and all these things 

will be added to you. 34 "So do not worry about tomorrow; for tomorrow will care for itself. Each day 
has enough trouble of its own. 

 
Personal righteousness only comes from God.  As we seek His righteousness we become 
righteous. There is no righteousness apart from His righteousness and His righteousness is 
Him. 
 
Matthew 7 
 

1 ¶ "Do not judge so that you will not be judged. 2 "For in the way you judge, you will be judged; and by 
your standard of measure, it will be measured to you. 3 "Why do you look at the speck that is in your 
brother's eye, but do not notice the log that is in your own eye? 4 "Or how can you say to your brother, 
'Let me take the speck out of your eye,' and behold, the log is in your own eye? 5 "You hypocrite, first 
take the log out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to take the speck out of your brother's eye.  
 
6 "Do not give what is holy to dogs, and do not throw your pearls before swine, or they will trample them 
under their feet, and turn and tear you to pieces. 

 
Although this text speaks of judging others in general, verses 25 and following do speak of 
“judging.”  I believe I understand what verse 6 is saying.  But, I’m not sure how verse 6 ties 
into verses 1-5 or leads into verses 7ff.   
 

 7 ¶ "Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you. 8 "For 
everyone who asks receives, and he who seeks finds, and to him who knocks it will be opened. 9 "Or 
what man is there among you who, when his son asks for a loaf, will give him a stone? 10 "Or if he asks 
for a fish, he will not give him a snake, will he? 11 "If you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts to 
your children, how much more will your Father who is in heaven give what is good to those who ask 
Him! 

 
Our God is a generous God.  And the relationship we have with Him is filial. 
 

 12 ¶ "In everything, therefore, treat people the same way you want them to treat you, for this is the 

Law and the Prophets.  

 
If verse 12 concludes the paragraph, then tolerance (vv. 1-5), caution (v. 6) and generosity (vv. 
7-11) are law generated qualities.  It would appear verse 13 begins a new thought. 
 

13 "Enter through the narrow gate; for the gate is wide and the way is broad that leads to destruction, and 
there are many who enter through it. 14 "For the gate is small and the way is narrow that leads to life, and 
there are few who find it. 
 
 15 ¶ "Beware of the false prophets, who come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly are ravenous 
wolves. 16 "You will know them by their fruits. Grapes are not gathered from thorn bushes nor figs from 
thistles, are they? 17 "So every good tree bears good fruit, but the bad tree bears bad fruit. 18 "A good tree 
cannot produce bad fruit, nor can a bad tree produce good fruit. 19 "Every tree that does not bear good 
fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 20 "So then, you will know them by their fruits. 
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 21 ¶ "Not everyone who says to Me, 'Lord, Lord,' will enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the 
will of My Father who is in heaven will enter.  22 "Many will say to Me on that day, 'Lord, Lord, did we 
not prophesy in Your name, and in Your name cast out demons, and in Your name perform many 
miracles?' 23 "And then I will declare to them, 'I never knew you; DEPART FROM ME, YOU WHO 
PRACTICE LAWLESSNESS.' 24 "Therefore everyone who hears these words of Mine and acts on them, 
may be compared to a wise man who built his house on the rock. 25 "And the rain fell, and the floods 
came, and the winds blew and slammed against that house; and yet it did not fall, for it had been 
founded on the rock. 26 "Everyone who hears these words of Mine and does not act on them, will be 
like a foolish man who built his house on the sand. 27 "The rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds 
blew and slammed against that house; and it fell--and great was its fall." 28 When Jesus had finished 
these words, the crowds were amazed at His teaching; 29 for He was teaching them as one having 
authority, and not as their scribes. 

 
This paragraph ties into the “warning passages” in the Book of Hebrews (2:1-4; 3:12-19; 6:1-8; 
10:26-31; 12:25-29).  The contrast is between those who hear and obey versus those who hear 
and do not obey.  This is the same language used throughout chapter 3 in the Book of 
Hebrews.  The outcome is not levels of reward, but failure to enter the narrow gate (v. 13).  In 
Matthew and in Hebrews the audience is almost exclusively Jewish. 
 
The end is one of two outcomes, destruction (i.e. thrown into the fire) or life.  From all outward 
appearances both houses could look the same.  No one can actually tell the difference until the 
Day of Judgment comes upon it.   
 
The exhortation would not be, “Build a better home.”  The exhortation is, “Believe Jesus.”  If 
we believe in Jesus, the fruit will be right. 
 
Chapters 5-7 is our Lord’s campaign speech.  He is telling His audience to believe in Him.  It is 
only as they believe in God, thus Him, they will find life. 
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